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The Judge of Her Chief Oourt Gives His Opin-
fon of Politieal Mathods There,

The * Coalition Rule" Circular Full of
Misstatements and Falsehoods.

‘What It Oosts a Man Nol v Be a Dymoerat in
Virglula,

Testimony of a Liheral Who Taught the
Bourbons to Maspect Fim,

Until yestorday the testimony talkon by the
pannte mubcommittes whiok s investigating
the Danvillsa murders has boon almost an-
tirely concerning the occurrencesof the after-
noou of Nov. 3, and the atory, continually re-
peated, with alight variations, of Noel's fight
with Lawson, and of the line of white men
firlng at the unarmed negroes, grew rether
monotonous. Yesterdsy somn naw ground
was covered, aud something of the character
of polities and politicians was revealod.

J. D, Blackwell, judge of the corporation
court of Dauville, wie tho Arst witnoss ex-
amined, and ho remained on the stand until
3 o'clock in the afternoon, e was cortainly
the most intolligont witness In tho case thus
far, and, judging from his langusge sud the
charncter of his testimony, ovidently the
best edueated, o is o conlitionist, but some
of his testimony was directly in favor of the
democrats. He was plainly faie and un-
projudiced, and his opinions are likely to
bavo much weight. He usw the entire fight
from the window of his law office, which

s directl ito the scene of the
ﬂ.gh(l."al o r ur:rihotl the whola affair
olearly. The undisputed polnis of the story:

are niready weoll known. He was very deafl
st that time, tho rosult of luklng large doses
of quiuine, and the unly word he honrd was
the shout of “Murder!" whiob first drew his
attention, He saw through the window a
white man heating & negro with astiok, Two
other whitemen (Tyler and Lea), with drawn
piatols, atood by. A powerful ne rourrmod
the streot and attemplod to take 'n platol
from bhim. Tho two foll, aud presently tho
negro Jjumped up and ran sway. He saw
Lew take dellberate aim sod fire at this
nejro. There was n rush of colored and

white men from all quartem. The
whitea stood on the sidewnlk, the
negroos in the street. In cach sevornl
mon ware exoltedly gestionlating. o AW n

foew of the whites in consultation, und soon
after tho whites formed in an orderly line.
Thoy drow pistols, Then the negroes tarned
to run., Posalbly all of thom had not turned
when the first volloy was fired, The volley
was like that of o drilled body of men. The
witness, who had beon s confod erate soldier,
had never heard o moro ordorly discharge in
battle, Afterward the firing was less regular.
The witness saw Capt Graves stand on s
stront corner and fire his pistol throo times (o
differant directions, He could not sao at what
object he was nlming, He saw Blonut rush
into tho strect, turn aronnd soveral timos,
and firo his pistol in the air. He acted like a
mun beside himself with exeitoment. That
was thoe last Incident of the riot which camoe
under hisnotice,

The witneus said that hohad full suthority
to lasuo warrauts for the nrreat of partica
engngod in the affair, and gave as his reason
for not lssuing thom that ho did not think,
u4 & mutter of principle, thatanything should
bo done until after oloction, and then tho
persons who were wounded and rolatives of
the killed should maks complnint, Noons
mades complaint, and then he thought it bot-
ter tolot the whole affair be investigated and
ventilated by; grand jury, which he drow
necordin ‘nw Ous negro was on the
_Inry and withess thought he was a repub-

jean. The athors, ho supposed, were demos
orits. Tho grand Jury sat for two days, sud
heard toltimonf “Tho trath is," safd the
witnoss, “thay | falled entirely to apprecinte
the condition of publio sOuirs nt that time,
T thought that alter thoe Hght was over and
peace waa rostored thet eomp!ulnh would bo

wado, but they were nal,”

The witness was very slek for some time
during the canvusy, and could nov, of his per-
sonal lknowledge, tell mbont the excitement
of the campaign. He knew that the ciroular,
hoaded “'Counlition Role," csused the axcite-
ment to inereass greatly,

Y Are the statements in that cironlnr true 7"
ssked Heonator Shorman.

YSome of themn nre, but the great majority
aro false."

At the rn?ualt of Sspator Sherman the wit-
nesm wont through the vironlar, and told what
statemonts woerp trie and what false, Flgares
glven concerning consus, taxes, &o., he
thought to be correot, Since 1560 there noyver
hind boen o time when every office in Dan-
ville might wor hnve been filled by nogroos,
if that raco hud wo choson, The charge that
the clty was divided into wards at the appli-
cation of the negroes, for tho purpose of

getting  more offico, vas falso, Capt,
Clark, whosn name Is  slgned to
the chonlar, was  the flm mover

in getting tho olty divided, so thut he appesrs
a8 charging™ the negro with the thiug
which ho himwelf did. Tho witness never
heard of any complaint made by the whites
of anything dono by the council te humilistoe
and ireitato them, ‘The councll chose s dem-
oorat for its  president, sud after b resigned
offored the position to other democrats, who
deolined it; thon Ealston was chasen. The
councl! waa composod of eight white men
and four negroca, The fouy, negro police
otticors wero selosted by this council. Two
were regular  policomen, ono was city scave
enger, the other clerk of the mbrket, with
cortnin  police powers, The complaint that
of the twonty-four stails in the market o
majority were rentod to negross to tho ex-
clusion of white woen I8 abeued, bocause the
slalls bulonging to the eity arg rented ut
auction to the highest bidder. John W,
Holland owna elovon stalls, and rents nine of
them to nogroes.  Mre, Holland is » democrat,
nnd his pame 8 slgned tothe eircular. There
wis tever auy complaint that the negroes
ocoupled stalls until this cirenlar !I'Mpri.utgd

und there has been none sioes, There are
now more negroes cecupyiog stulls thero than
evor bufore, The charge that the market {s
filthy,and thal the white men have beondrivan
out, and the place converted into Bquled
nogro quariers i absolutely false, The mar-
kot s ns clonn ns Iv evor was, snd s clean us
murkets o other cities, Witness thought
that the charge was wade to bs elvonls in
southwestorn Vieginlnwhere the inhabitants
nro mostly white, and ho thoueht 16 was ju-
tonded to produce n race prafindics, and would
have thet vileet, Tho allsgutions agsinst Col,
Rataton wero flse, Lo is wn intelligont gen-
tlegmon, and thero s pothing to bhe waid
neaingt bis oharmeter apd integrity.  The
stitument thnt the city wus governsd by fod-
ernl offloors wni slaved, tho witnos chinrisctors
feed wy o politioal cunprd.”  Thore wors but
five foderal olticers in the eity of 15,40 in-
habitants, snd thise fyve were not rulfog the
15,000, except in the elrevnlar. There were
but thres fedural offloors in the souncil. Un-
loss throo men controlled nivoe 6 was imposs
nible, s charged, that the foderal offioers
wade luws for the olty. Witness belleved
one of the negroes In the councll was s bad
man,  Ho prosecuted bim for seduotion and
thonght ho was gailty, sad shouid have boen
sent to the punitentiary, but n white jury
weqoitted  him,  The wituess also thought
thut the negro magitrate wan s bad wey, As
to the ohnrges mado converning tho polios
court, the witnuss bod no porsonal koowledge
of thelr truth or fwlaity, He had hoard &
pumber of people puy, howover, that tho
nigro Wi the best Iagistrato
of the lot, l.!m other  two  being
whita men. The charge that two magistrates
Bad been removed for onuse apd one of them
Liad tled 1o eseape fudivtmoent was troe, and
the witnest him=elf was the Judge who ro-

moved thom, "Theso two wagletrates were

white man, bot thore was nothing in the olr- |

cnlar to ghow thet fhot, The man who rau
away to esape indlctient for pmbegzloment
was eleeted by white demoersts.  Tho chargo
that negro rule in Danville attrsote nlargo
tlonting ldle nugre popiilation thers s mis-
Jending. 1'he inereass of bobneso factories there
peally draws wore aud woere negooos to tho

are less vagrants in Danville than in other
citles of tho same slsn. “"Danyille,” maid the
witness, “ls &  thrifty, business eity,
whn you ean  esll  withont offanss
‘yankoo' clty.” Witness did not think that
! Iod and gentlemon wets any more lw.
poded {n thalr travel ou tha streots of Dan
villo than ‘h:‘i aro in crowded streata of
other aitien, o chiargo madn in the elrou.
Iar {s nntrus, Tho negroes there are dofor-
ontial to white people. The wittess ap-
pointed two white demoarats to fill the plnees
of tho two magistrates whom he romoved,
and they still hold the officen. No mantion
In made of that faot in the cirenlar. Witneds
nover baard heard of the plan, mentloned In
the elroular, to takoe o largo nagro settlemant
into the aity of Danville, Witnesa was not
awarn  that there was sny ‘“awinl
wrotchedness nand  huomilistion”  eaused
by negro rale In Dunville, The eir
onlar was pover circulated in Danville
The witness charged the grand jury specially
eoncorning the Danvilla rlet.  Ho told them
to inquire carefully inte the whole matter,
to discover how many wore wounded anid
killed, and for the sake of law and goml
order, "to indiet sioh persons as thay found
gullty. By the liw of Virginin the actlon
of Noal, ’Ilylnr. aud Len amonnted to a riot.
Tho law on that point in the old English eom-
mon Iaw, There is groat bitternoss of foel-
ing, snid the witness, in Virginia on the part
of the democrats ngainst the coalitionists,
and it extends eaen to personal rolations.
The wituess himself had experionced it
Men who wers formerly eordial to him wore
now treating him vory coldly, This was not
generslly true, but only of a fow mon, and,
m bhe sald, "it wasn't worth hlking
about”” The koy note of the last eampalgn,
the witnoss thought, was to excite raco
rejudies and to deaw tho color line,

f Bims denounced the gentlomen, whom
witness kuow, as parjurers and liars he cor-
tainly did them an injustice, and, in the
opinion of witness, the gentlemen so do-
nouneced would have bwn Justified in giving
Mr. Sims “a whaling.” Witness nover know
of any nogroes bolng persscuted or ostracisod
by thelr own race for votlng the democratio
tioket. The first intimution ho had of any-.
thing of tho sort was contained in the tosti-
mony of a colored woman before this com.
mittoe, Tho wituoss did not think thaseither
the United States oourts or congress md any
Jurisdiction in this matter, althovgh he ad-
mitted thut he was not a constitutional Iaw.
yer.

Witnoss thought any man might have
voted in IJauﬂl{Iu without moleatation last
election day. He had never known of any
intimidation of eolored volors until the Insy
olection, if theu, He did not think that the
mujnrity of white citizens of Danville had
arranged for the riot with prameditation (n
order to intimidate the blacks, but he sup.
posed there wero bad mon l!mru who ware
vory gind that the thing happoned and
belped it on.

Concerning one paragraph in the eiroular,
Judge Lapham asked whother the witnoss
considored {6 s fair statamont,

“l do not said the witnoss. "I don't
think that anything In that circular wis
ever intonded to be u fair statement.”

Judge Blackwell was cross-oxamined in do-
tail ns to the ecircular, the aim of Senastor
Vance seoming to bo to make him admit the
literal truth of certain statements, which
ware in offect minleading to people ignorant
of Dunville affiirs, na wore the people to
whom the circulur was addressed,

Capt, W, I', Hobinson, an intelligent whito
man, agent for & Baltimore guano company
lml relullnn; at Dnm’illo, lc!tiﬂcd concarnlng

Sima's sreec Sims Dbeld the Danville
I lruular in h and and sald that it had not
been eireulated in Danville, and that it con-
tained forty les, Ho said it wos directed to
the villey and southwestern part of Virginia,
Ha had got his copy from Washington, ns

nons had ever boen spen in Danville, Ho
read the clroular section by section and
commented upon it. The witness thon

took tho cireular to refresh his moemor
and told, in effeat, whaut Col, Blms nﬂ
of each wsection. Concorning esch para-
gnph Benator Bherman asked the witness

is own opinion, which agresd every timo
with the statement b0 Col. Bims and the testl-
mony of Judge Blackwell just given. It ap-
poarod that under readjuster yale hulf the
atalls in the market weroe rented to colored
and half to white men, The democrats camo
into power in November, and in January the
stalls wore relot, as usual, ar public auction,
with the result ahu: throa more nogroos have

roadjuster control,  Witness did not know of
any complaint boing made by the poople of
Danville of the ncts of the coalition counoll,
cxcept of the appointment of the negro
policemnn, It was very repuguant to the
dowoernts that o negro  should lLold
any oflice at all, although they formed
o Iarge mnjority of the populstion. Thelr
papers declure that no negro sball be ap-
pointed to nay oo, Concerning the [nsalts
to white Indies montioned in the ciccular, the
witness sald that it could not possibly boe
true, for the negro would be killed as soon ns
# white man could pull the pistol, which ull
of them corried. Aoy wmagistrate would
haveo punished the offonders to the full extent
of his power. The one nogro magistrate was
more severe shan his brother white magls-
trates, The witness wasa magistrato of Dan-
ville, and no cowplaint was mule to him
of insults by nogroes offered to white ladies,
“It's all » humbog,”" sald tho witness, “sbont
negroes proveuting white men from roglstors
ing or voting. It could not bo dono! The
nograes wore quiet aud submissive and more
deferentinl than white people, althougl there
aro "bnd viggers” amoog them who ocurse
and fight nmong thomsolves, Withess trav-
vlod about the country considernbiy und
tolkod with the tobacco raisers, They told
him that Durham wus psying more for to-
bueco than Danville. Ho never heard of any
refusal to sell their product in Danvills on
neeount of nogro rulo thore, nd was charged [u
tho ciroular,

“Was there any feoling of apprehension
among the coalitionista of Danville about
voting "

“T was appointed » judge of elsotion, and
after tho riot 1 deslined to net,”

The wituods, by that event, learned sowme-
thing of the bittor noss of fesling nmong tho
democrats, and It was publisbed in domo-
oratio papurs that leadors would be  killed if

troublo arose, nnd he thought If he poted
u?udua ho might oither bo killoed or com-
pelled to kill somebody olse. As evidence
of t.e bitterness of political feeling In Dan-
ville, the wituues guve a duasoription of an

petault mado up n him by two while wmen
becotuso  ho  vorted for mogro oandidabos
for the couneil. He wns  proparad

for them, and they made nothing out of it.
1o was ngain nssanlted by o white man, who
oalled him u dog bocauso ho wivs o readjustor,
Ho told bis wamnilant whea the insult was
given that he would pot strike him because
ho woas u vast mistor Mason. When witness

stalls under demoeratic rale than  under |

offlen all  over the atate, although the
eonlitionists did not intend any such thing
Bloss wad the only wan who was homodorsie
o the eoalition sido. Othorwine  the
demoorats wore  ten  times  wa hitter
s the coalitionists, Withoss thought that
the rale of thoe coalitionists when in pewer in
Danville was superior to that of the demo-
orats who formaerly roled. Witness did not
voto—=not beeatse ho was almald, but because
he knaw thore way great duagoer thst he
would get into & dificulty, . His wife and hia
frionds urged him not tovote, Hoalso know
that m groat many oolored peopls had loft
town and could not get baok to vole, and
othors ware afrald te vote, and he thought
his vote conld do no good. He thought that
proparations mada to presarve poncn  on
election day were not ssuring, beeause many
men who waere kald to have done the shooting
on Baturday wero on tho polise foreo, No
vonfidence was falt in tho Rivhmond militis,
hotanse they wero uuderstood to be mostly
domocrats,

“You used to be n democyas ab one time?"’
said Senator Vanes,

“1 hve always boan & damoerat.”

“Are yon a demoersl Kbw ¥

""Not since the rliot. ' Hefors that T alwayh
sald T was a demoerat; that I should vote for
Col. Caball for vongress and for a demooratio
president, but that didn't mako any diffor-
ence. They were down on ma becauss I
would not Join with them agsinst the read-
Junun."

“What is your politieal party now ¥

“I don't exactly know. 1'm walting to sen
the result of the investigation, and to sso
what the demoerstic party doos aboutb tho
tariff.  1'm u proteetionist.”

Tho witness desaribed a “enrpot-baggor”™ s
aman from the north whe camb south snd
oppossd tho detmoeratio part{. Bpoaking for
Danville, he did not think that a white re-
publican eould do business there very com-
fortably,

“Id you think that Col, Sima's spoech was
enleulated to excite tho whites ¥

“I thought the signers of the eircolar
would somo of thom sattaclk Sims. T thought
it would excite them, Hims mald in the
spocah thut he hold himself porsouslly re-
aponsibla for what he said, All he anked was
for thooi not to alicot him in the back."

The committes adjonrned the investigation
to 10 o'clock on Monday.

Fllrn;-l_lli'_l_u Appointments.
The special board of examiners sppointed

under the givil sorvice commission to conduct

npoclal and teehnieal oxamination for ap-
pointinent in the patent office will begin its
work on the first n} Juno.
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was struck, however, ho “woent o pretty
lively," snd knoeked thoe demoorsy down
threo timea. Then the policemen Intorfored
te save tho democrat from furthier Injury.
'Fhe witnesa wis nok o Danville o the day
of the riot, bot arrived there that night, Hao |
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could be done, fiir the pugrom wore coum-
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K. Adams, a deacon of tho churoh, sald chut
Slms onght to be mobhbed nnd killed,"

Bims in Lis spesch had ssid soversl times
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thoy signed it. They wouldn't awesr to nuy
wuch thing now, Thoy just comsiderod it u
eampalen dovument, wnd thiat's all thero wus
of it.” The démoveats wnda violeat spoctelips,
but they did not take mon by name and eull
thom Llare sud scouodeels, Thoy did tulk,
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THI IRVING SEASON,
Commencing Moonday, March 01,
Canp~Mr, Heury 15 Abboy Bogs Lo announes that
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